WHO’S WHO AT ST MATTHEW’S
Vicar: Fr David Shepherd
If you would like more information about arranging a
special service at St Matthew’s - eg marriage or baptism please contact Fr David on 01923 241420, email
vicar2@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
Or visit our website: www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
Church Warden,
Children’s Matters and :
Safeguarding Officer

Debbie Lim : 0754 555 6126
churchwarden4@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk

Churchwarden:

Adrian Gray : 07710 631034
churchwarden3@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk

Organist:

Roger Tabor : 01923 242151
Rogermtabor@aol.com

Hall Bookings:

April Tapscott
hallbooking@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk

Communications and :
Daphne Boskey
Newsletter Editor
Please send items for our monthly What’s On newsletter to
E: newsletter@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk or Tel: 01923 635625
Deadline for publication in the October ‘17 issue is Sunday, 24th August.
Inclusion of items received after this time cannot be guaranteed.

KEEP INFORMED
There are several ways in which you can keep in
touch with what’s going on at St Matthew’s:
Watch our website
Follow us
Like us on
www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
on Twitter
Facebook
Or
Join our electronic mailing list - see website for details
(we promise we won’t share your details with anyone else)
NOT UP WITH THE DIGITAL AGE
Please speak to one of the above who will arrange for our
printed newsletter to be delivered to you if you’re not in church

News from St Matthew’s
Vicar: Fr David Shepherd : vicar2@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
Eastbury Road, Oxhey, Watford WD19 4ST

If you would like to receive this publication by email,
please sign up at

www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk

What’s On : September 2017
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Harvest Festival and St Matthew

Timetable of events at St Matthew’s

Join us for the World’s Largest Coffee Morning for Macmillan

Time to spare?

Oxhey Community Social Book Swap and Craft Club

Messy Church

St Matthew’s Publications

Say Church and Smile - photo competition

What’s On in the Church Hall this month

Who’s Who at St Matthew’s
Oxhey Parish Church in Eastbury Road, was
dedicated in 1880 and has Jesus’ apostle St
Matthew as its patron saint.
In the western church St Matthew’s day is
celebrated on 21st September which is during the
week before our Harvest Festival and is usually
celebrated on the Sunday before. This year we
will be combining both events at either end of
the week with a special ‘Songs of Praise’ on the
17th followed by a Harvest Tea and Harvest
Festival on the 24th, St Matthew will be
celebrated at the regular Sung Eucharist on the
morning of the 17th.
The 24th will be an All Age service and we
would ask you to bring along donations of food
and drink suitable for Watford Food Bank (ie
dried and tinned).
Please see overleaf for full timetable of events.

Services at St Matthew’s Oxhey
Sunday Mornings:
9.30am

Sung Eucharist (a communion service with hymns)
Young Matters (Sunday School) in the hall. The children join the main
service for the communion and blessings.
SMAYT (St Matthew’s Amazing Youth Team) is a more serious study
group for 11+ who join the service for the 2nd half.
After our Sunday morning services we meet
for coffee/tea and a chat in the hall
open to everyone - no need to come to the service.

Thursday Mornings:
10.00am

Holy Communion (a quiet time to relax and
reflect).

Sunday 17th September: Feast of St Matthew
9.30am
3.00pm
3.30pm

Sung Eucharist with Sunday School and
SMAYT followed by coffee etc in the Hall
as normal
Songs of Praise followed by
Harvest Tea in the church in aid of the Watford Food Bank - cost £3
for adults, children free and very welcome. You can come just for the
tea after the service. In order to help with catering please sign the list
at the back of the church or email Margaret (oxheymet@aol.com)

Thursday 21st September
10.00am Holy Eucharist
2-4.00pm Open afternoon with refreshments, Book Swap and Craft Club.
This is in the hall but if you would like to look round the church please
email bookswap@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk and let us know.
Sunday 24th September: Harvest Festival
9.30am

All Age Eucharist, suitable for children.
Please bring along contributions of tinned and dry foods (cereals,
pasta etc) and drinks. These will be donated to Watford Food
Bank for distribution to people in this area who are in need.

Photography in Church
Please note that recognizable images of people in the church, hall and
grounds must not be uploaded to social media websites without their
permission.

Regular Events in St Matthew’s Church Hall
KEEP FIT
Pilates classes: Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
T: 07739 043930 E: pilotties@outlook.com

Contact Loretta

Yoga classes: Wednesday 7.30 - 8.45pm
Contact Maria De La Iglesia:
T: 07484 290381 E: maria_delaiglesia@yahoo.com
Pound classes: Tuesday 9.30 - 10.15am
Contact Nikki
T: 07748 114733 E: nicola.clark70@ntlworld.com
Chiltern Morris Dancers: (Various Sunday afternoons and Monday eve.)
Call 01582 609787 or email serenaday1@gmail.com for details and dates

CRAFTS AND RELAXATION
Machine Embroidery & Digitising Club:
3rd Tuesday
Contact Margaret Tabor
T: 01923242151 E: oxheymet@aol.com
Book Swap & Craft Club: 3rd Thursday: 2.00-4.00pm
Just turn up - everyone welcome (see advert on page 4)
Water Colour Class: Friday, 10.00am - 1.00pm
T: 01923 229420 or just turn up.

Contact Sue Springett

FOR CHILDREN
Little Acorns Theatre Group: Monday: 4.45 - 5.45pm Contact: Lauren
T: 07943 141238 E: enquiries@littleacornstheatreacademy.com
Oxhey Brownies: Wednesday: 5.45 - 7.15pm
T: 01923 231635 E: susiebarnes90@hotmail.com

Contact: Sue Barnes

HIRE OUR HALL FOR YOUR EVENT
Parties, Meetings, Clubs, Classes
For more information on hiring our hall please contact the
Church Hall Business Manager for current rates and availability:

April Tapscott : hallbooking@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
Or visit our website: www.stmattewsoxhey.org.uk

Say Church and smile!
Local Trust launches photo competition
Does your local church make you smile? Does it stand proud, pull a
crowd or shyly hide its charms, behind a row of swaying Sycamores?
Perhaps it’s home to a beautiful window, an ancient font or some
other feature with a story to tell?
Whatever the treasure, inside or outside, the Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust is inviting local people to get
snapping and have their photos shared on the Trust’s dedicated Instagram page. All
pictures – along with a brief explanation of what makes their church special - will
be entered into the ‘Say Church and Smile’ photo competition. Twelve winning
entries will be selected by competition judge, The Rt Revd Dr Alan Smith, Bishop
of St Albans, to appear in a special edition, 2018 calendar.
There are two competition categories, one for entrants aged 18 and over, the other
for budding photographers still under 18. So, if you’re busy dreaming-up holiday
activities for youngsters, this is a perfect way to get outdoors and discover more
about our stunning local heritage. Six winning entries from each category, will be
chosen to appear in the calendar, with all proceeds supporting the vital work of the
Trust, across the two counties.
The competition closes on 30 September 2017 and you can find further details on
the Trust’s website at http://www.bedshertshct.org.uk Alternatively, simply send
your picture, along with your name, age and a brief explanation (in no more than 50
words), to julie.day@giftedphilanthropy.com.
‘We are surrounded by a wealth of beautiful churches here in Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire. Old and new, they make a visible statement about faith, heritage and
the strength of our local communities,’ says Trustee, Archie Russell. ‘The
Instagram photo competition, is a chance for all ages to capture the architecture
and artistry of the churches and chapels they cherish so much.’
Why not get inspired and follow the Trust on Instagram @beds_herts_hct
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust is a Registered Charity
number 1005697. The Trust has helped hundreds of churches in both counties with
grants to cover restoration, repair and development. For more information on the
work of the Trust visit www.bedshertshct.org.uk
Churches in need of financial support for urgent repairs or development projects
should contact the grants secretary Archie Russell via grants@bedshertshct.org.uk.
All press enquiries please contact Julie on: julie.day@giftedphilanthropy.com or
07808 157487.

When

Friday 29th September

Where

St Matthew’s Church
Eastbury Road, Oxhey WD19 4AL

Other info The church will be open from 9.00am to 12 noon for
coffee (or tea if you prefer) and cakes. Come along at
any time and bring a friend. Everyone welcome.
Keep in touch with what’s happening: watch for local
announcements or follow us on Twitter and Facebook

Do you have Time to Spare?
Can you or someone you know help some of our local organisations?
Bushey & Oxhey CARE offer transport to the elderly and housebound for medical
appointments, shopping etc. They are always in need of:
 Drivers to take people to and from appointments (mileage
expenses paid)
 Duty Officers who can be available in their own home just
once a month to take calls from clients and match them up
with available drivers and keep records (phone expenses covered)
Could you help now? because one day you may need our help yourself!
Please telephone 020 8950 3330 to find out more and register your interest.
Proceeds from the St Matthew’s monthly sales table will be in aid of Care)
Distributors urgently needed
We want to make this newsletter available to as many as possible. If you
can spare about an hour once a month to drop copies of this newsletter
into various shops, cafés, residential homes etc in the Oxhey Parish area,
please contact Daphne (see bottom of last page for details).

Oxhey Community

Oxhey Messy Church

BOOKSWAP, CRAFT CLUB
and SOCIAL GET TOGETHER
NEXT MEETING
Thursday 21st September : 2.00 - 4.00pm
Come and join friends old and new for a good natter
with Tea/Coffee and home made cake
Bring a book and swap for another one or choose a new one to read
(NEW IN: wide range of Large Print Books now available)
Start or continue a new craft project (get help from others if you’re stuck)
Why not start something for Christmas!!

COMING SOON
Sunday Bookswap and Bring & Buy Sale
The Ultimate Recycling Experience
st

Each month we hold a regular bring and buy sales table on the 1 Sunday of the
month in aid of local charities and offering pre-loved items at reasonable prices.
As from next month (October), this will be moving to the 4th Sunday and will be
combined with a new, extra Sunday opening time for Bookswap so that those of
you who can’t come on a Thursday afternoon can still take part. Light
refreshments will be available.

Date:
Times:
Place:

FIRST EVENT
Sunday 24th October
Between 10.30am and 12.30pm
In the church hall (behind the church)

Starting on 3rd September, the Sales Table proceeds will be going to Bushey and
Oxhey CARE. The service was started over 40 years ago by local churches and is
still providing transport for elderly, disabled and housebound people within the
area, to medical appointments, shops and local services. Though it is run entirely
by unpaid volunteers, costs keep on going up - for example, telephone expenses
have risen hugely - and donations are the only source of income. Who knows
which of us may one day need the service (if we don't already use it)? So please
support our efforts this autumn!

You can find out more about these events from the Bookswap website:
oxheybookswap.simplesite.com
Email: bookswap@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
or follow us on Facebook and/or Twitter

Next Meeting: 10th September 2017
3.30 - 5.30pm
at Bushey & Oxhey Methodist Church
King Edward Road, Oxhey
Oxhey Messy Church meets on the 2nd Sunday of the
month and is a joint venture between St Matthew’s and
Bushey & Oxhey Methodist Churches. Children and
families come together to learn more about the
important things in life, Jesus and the Bible.
Anyone can come to Messy Church, if they bring a parent or guardian with
them. We start with games and finish with a short act of child-friendly worship,
and a meal to which all are invited. It's noisy, messy, everyone is very welcome
and has a great time - no need to book, just turn up. There is no charge for the
afternoon's activities or the meal but donations are always welcome.
If you'd like more information, please contact Debbie Lim (see back page) or
follow us on Facebook: ‘Messy Oxhey’.

St Matthew’s Publications
St Matthew’s currently produces 2 publications which are available in printed form in
church. They are also accessible on our website:

www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk/
th%20eucharist.html
history.html

The Eucharist Explained
by Fr David Shepherd

Oxhey, The History of a Parish
by Marjorie Bray
(Print version £1.00)
Also available in church is a printed guide to the history of the church, details of our
activities and contact numbers. If you cannot get to church but would like a copy sent to
you please use contact details at the bottom of the back page.

