WHO’S WHO AT ST MATTHEW’S
Vicar: Fr David Shepherd
If you would like more information about arranging a
special service at St Matthew’s - eg marriage or baptism please contact Fr David on 01923 241420, email
vicar3@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
Or visit our website: www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
Church Warden,
Children’s Matters and :
Safeguarding Officer

Debbie Lim : 0754 555 6126
churchwarden4@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk

Churchwarden:

Adrian Gray : 07710 631034
churchwarden3@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk

Organist:

Roger Tabor : 01923 242151
Rogermtabor@aol.com

Hall Bookings:

April Tapscott
hallbooking@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk

Communications and :
Daphne Boskey
Newsletter Editor
Please send items for our monthly What’s On newsletter to
E: newsletter@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk or Tel: 01923 635625
Deadline for publication in the May ‘18 issue is Sunday, 25th April.
Inclusion of items received after this time cannot be guaranteed.
If you’d like to be involved in the running of the Church there are spaces on
the PCC - next elections are at the end of April. See next month for details.

KEEP INFORMED
There are several ways in which you can keep in
touch with what’s going on at St Matthew’s:
Check out our website
Like us on
Follow us
Facebook
www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
on Twitter
where you can
Join our electronic mailing list - see website for details
(we promise we won’t share your details with anyone else)
NOT UP WITH THE DIGITAL AGE
Please speak to Daphne (01923 635625) who will arrange for our printed
newsletter to be delivered to you if you’re can’t make it to church.
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News from St Matthew’s
Vicar: Fr David Shepherd : vicar3@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
Eastbury Road, Oxhey, Watford WD19 4ST

Website: www.stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
For newsletter enquiries please email
newsletter@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk

What’s On : March 2018
In this issue:

Shrove Tuesday and Lent

Events at St Matthew’s for Lent and Easter

Messy Church

Book Swap, Craft Club and Sales Table

Can you help?

Darkness Falls - St John’s Gospel

St Matthew’s Hall Activities

Shrove Tuesday and Lent
Well, Christmas is now well and truly a distant memory as we
enter Lent and prepare for Easter, the most important and
solemn season of the church year. You will find details of our
Mothering Sunday and Easter week services overleaf.
The last day before the start of Lent is Shrove Tuesday. The word shrove comes
from the mediaeval shriven, meaning to be forgiven your sins before Lent starts. It
has also become a day of celebration and feasting around the Christian world. The
other name for this day in Britain, Pancake Day, comes from the old English
custom of using up all the fattening ingredients in the house before Lent, so that
people were ready to fast . The fattening ingredients that most people had in their
houses in those days were eggs and milk. A very simple recipe to use up these
ingredients was to combine them with some flour and make pancakes.
This year St Matthew’s once again celebrated Shrove Tuesday with a pancake
lunch with profits being donated to The Together Network’s Big Pancake Party
who help people in the UK who are going hungry. After expenses, we were left
with a profit of £30 to send them.
The following day, Ash Wednesday, we had our traditional laying on of the ashes
service where the palm crosses from the previous Palm Sunday are burnt and the
ashes are placed on the foreheads of those attending the service.

Services at St Matthew’s Oxhey
St. Matthew’s meets every Sunday at 9.30am
to share in Holy Communion.
Welcoming all ages, we have fun, learning activities for children, teenagers
and adults, which take place in both church and hall.
Afterwards, we have a chat over tea/coffee in the hall.
Thursday Mornings:

Regular Events in St Matthew’s Church Hall
Why not start a new activity for 2018
KEEP FIT
Pilates classes:

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday eves Contact: Loretta
T: 07739 043930 E: pilotties@outlook.com

Yoga classes:

Wednesday 7.30 - 8.45pm
Contact: Maria
T: 07484 290381 E: maria_delaiglesia@yahoo.com

Pound classes:

Tuesday 9.30 - 10.15am
Contact Nikki
T: 07748 114733 E: nicola.clark70@ntlworld.com

Our short 10am Thursday service is a great way to chill mid-week.

Sunday 11th March
9.30am Mothering Sunday
Join us for an All Age Service celebrating
mothers of all ages. If your mother is no
longer with you we have a special area in
the Lady Chapel where you can leave a card
and/or a photo to remember her. We have cards for you to fill in or,
if you prefer, you can bring your own.

3.00 pm Messy Church at BOMC (see page 4 for details)
EVERYONE’S Invited to join in
The World Day of Prayer,
Prepared by the Women of Suriname
(come and find out where that is!)
2.00pm Friday 2nd March 2018
at
Bushey Baptist Church,
Men, women and children, are all invited to share in this year’s service as it
rolls round the world westward from Tonga to
Samoa on the other side of the international dateline.
The theme of his year’s service is

Chiltern Morris Dancers: (Various Sunday afternoons and Monday evenings)
Chiltern Morris are currently looking for new members so if you’d like to give it a go
please call 01582 609787 or email serenaday1@gmail.com for details

CRAFTS AND RELAXATION
Book Swap & Craft Club: 3rd Thursday: 2.00-4.00pm
Just turn up - everyone welcome (see advert)
Water Colour : Friday, 10.00am - 1.00pm Contact Sue Springett
Class
T: 01923 229420 or just turn up.
FOR CHILDREN
Oxhey Brownies: Wednesday: 5.45 - 7.15pm
Contact: Sue Barnes
T: 01923 231635 E: susiebarnes90@hotmail.com

HIRE OUR HALL FOR YOUR EVENT
Parties, Meetings, Clubs, Classes
For more information on hiring our hall please contact the
Church Hall Business Manager for current rates and availability:

April Tapscott : hallbooking@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
Or visit our website: www.stmattewsoxhey.org.uk

‘All God’s Creation is very Good”
We look forward to welcoming you
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Do you have Time to Spare?
Can you or someone you know offer help?
Bushey & Oxhey CARE offer transport to the elderly and housebound for medical
appointments, shopping etc. They are always in need of:

Celebrating Holy Week and Easter at St Matthew’s
9.30am

At the start of the service (weather permitting) we meet in the
church hall and then process with our Palm Crosses and fronds
round to the front entrance of the church.
Instead of the normal Gospel reading, younger members of the
congregation will move around the church recounting the story
of how Jesus was arrested and tried before his Crucifixion.

 Drivers to take people to and from appointments (mileage

expenses paid)
 Duty Officers who can be available in their own home just

once a month to take calls from clients and match them up with available
drivers and keep records (phone expenses covered)
Could you help now? because one day you may need our help yourself!
Please telephone 020 8950 3330 to find out more and register your interest.

Sunday 25th March : Palm Sunday
Sung Eucharist

10.00am

Monday - Wednesday : 26th-28th March
Holy Eucharist
A quiet time for reflection with communion.

Saltmine Theatre Company’s Darkness Falls – John’s Gospel
Wednesday 21st March 2018 at 7.30pm
Venue: Watersmeet, Rickmansworth (WD3 1EH)
A remarkable re-imagining of the Gospel
of John, by the acclaimed Saltmine
Theatre Company. Moving, funny, poetic
and fantastical, the play mixes vivid
storytelling with beautiful live music to
bring you a timeless story as you’ve never seen it before.

8.00pm

humility as he washes the disciples feet. At the end of the
service the lights are dimmed and the altar is stripped in
preparation for Good Friday.

2.00pm

Tickets on sale NOW – call 01923 711063
or book online at https://www.watersmeet.co.uk/darkness-falls
£12 or £10 for concessions (seniors, students and young people age 1216) and for groups of 5 or more
A £1 per ticket booking fee applies (up to a maximum of £6)
and will be charged on all bookings made online or by telephone.
No fee will be applied if you book in person at the Box Office.
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Friday 30th March : Good Friday
The Good Friday Liturgy
This is a sung Eucharist service during which the
Cross is venerated. There are no lights or candles
for this service and the altar remains stripped bare.

To find out more about this production, there is a promotional trailer at
https://vimeo.com/242596795
Saltmine Trust is a Christian charity and theatre company, inspired by the
life and teaching of Jesus. We describe what we do as ‘Faith Motivated
Arts’, because our faith inspires us to care for and value every human being.
We create and retell stories, with a commitment to making a difference.

Thursday 29th March : Maundy Thursday
Sung Eucharist
At this service we remember the Last Supper and Jesus’

9.30am

Sunday 1st April : Easter Sunday
Sung Eucharist

At the start of this service the lights are switched
back on and the candles are lit. During the service
the Pascal candle is lit and we are all invited to renew our
Baptismal vows.
After the solemnity of the previous week, this is a time of
happiness and celebration. Ladies are invited to wear their best
Easter bonnets and there will be activities for children such as
making their own Easter garden. There will also be mini Easter
eggs for all.
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Sunday 10th March
3:00 - 5:30pm

…is..one
big family!

Join us for a story and
activities all about family!
Anyone can come to Messy Church, if
they bring a parent or guardian with them.
We start with games and finish with a
short act of child-friendly worship and a
meal to which all are invited. There is no
charge, but donations are appreciated.

Oxhey Messy Church meets at
Bushey & Oxhey Methodist Church
and is run jointly with
St Matthew’s Parish Church, Oxhey
Find us on Facebook: ‘Messy Oxhey’
Do you enjoy singing?
Bushey and Oxhey Community Singers are a small, friendly (non church) choir,
meeting on term-time Monday evenings at 8 pm in St Matthew's
church. We would love to welcome new members to join
us. We mainly sing for fun but occasionally perform at village
events. If you would like to come along, please get in touch
with Roger on 01923 242151 or by email to
rogermtabor@aol.com.

A Brain Teaser : answer to last month’s question
During the Second World War why was Bushey Station known
as Ampersand?
The answer is that, during the war, all station names were
painted out. Bushey station was then known as Bushey &
Oxhey but only ‘Bushey’ and ‘Oxhey’ were painted out leaving
just the ampersand sign ‘&’.
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Oxhey Community
BOOKSWAP, CRAFT CLUB
SALES TABLE and
SOCIAL GET TOGETHER
at St Matthew’s
NEXT MEETINGS
Bookswap and Craft Club:
Thursday 15th March : 2.00 - 4.00pm
New Feature:
Please let us know if you would like a game and we’ll pair you up
with others.
Boodswap and Sales Table:
Sunday 25th March : 10.30am - 12.00 noon
To make sure you don’t miss out on future dates please pick up
our latest calendar card from a meeting or email
bookswap@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk to sign up to our newsletter
Bring a book and swap for another one or choose a new one to read
(we have a wide range of Large Print Books available)
Start or continue a new craft project (get help from others if you’re stuck).
On Sundays there will be the usual pre-loved items at reasonable prices
which are sold in aid of local charities. We recently donated £229 to
Bushey & Oxhey Care and our next charity is Talking Newspapers.
But Remember:
You don’t have to swap a book or bring craft work to do - you can just
come along and join friends old and new for a good natter over tea or
coffee and homemade cakes.
Children of all ages are welcome. We have toys
for them to play with and books that they can take
home to read for themselves or be read to.
You can find out more about these events from the Bookswap website:
oxheybookswap.simplesite.com
Email: bookswap@stmatthewsoxhey.org.uk
or follow us on Facebook and/or Twitter
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