PARISH OF OXHEY, ST. MATTHEW

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Held Sunday, 27th April 2008

Present: The Reverend David Shepherd (Chairman), Marilyn Gerry (Churchwarden), Richard Leese (Churchwarden) and 22 Parishioners.

1.	Minutes: Chris Gear proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that “ the minutes of the Annual Parochial Church meeting held on 29th April 2007 be accepted as a true and accurate record”. The motion was carried unanimously and the Chairman signed the minutes. 

2.	Electoral Roll: The Electoral Roll Officer submitted the new roll of 82 names. 5 people have been removed from the roll and 2 new names added: a net decrease of 3 over the previous Electoral Roll. Richard Leese proposed and Marilyn Gerry seconded the motion that “ the Electoral Roll be accepted”. Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to Bob Best for his work as Electoral Roll Officer.

3.	Chairman’s Remarks: Chairman’s Remarks were contained in the sermon in the preceding service.

4.	Annual Reports and Accounts: The Annual Reports and Accounts for the year ended December 2007 were presented to the meeting by the Treasurer who noted that:
·	Outgoings were c£19,000 more than income mainly due to the cost of the work on the new drive; repairs and maintenance, including electrical work, and new notice boards.
·	The Parish Share to the Diocese remained at £35,300.
·	Planned Giving increased by £2,400.
·	Marjorie Bray fund (approx £50,000) is no longer held separately but incorporated in unrestricted income as it was left for ‘Parochial Purposes’.

It was noted that income did not meet outgoings with the shortfall coming from investment income and this is not sustainable over a long period. To be considered by the Finance Committee.
Richard Leese proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that “the Annual Report and Accounts be received.” Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to Chris Gear for his work as Treasurer over the past year.

5. Watford Deanery Synod: It was reported that the Deanery Synod had met 4 times during the year and the PCC received a report on each meeting. Minutes are available at the back of the church. It was noted that there is a need to reduce the number of clergy in the Deanery.
Irene Whiteman proposed and Marilyn Gerry seconded the motion that “The Deanery Synod report be accepted.” Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to the representatives. 

6.	Fabric, Goods and Ornaments: Richard Leese reported that the fabric, goods and ornaments were in sound and serviceable condition. He thanked all who helped maintain the church, the hall and the grounds. John Gerry proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that “The Fabric, Goods and Ornaments Report be accepted”. Carried unanimously.

7.	Election of Deanery Synod Representatives: Bob Best, nominated by Sally Best and seconded by Pat Parks, and Phyllis Boskey, nominated by Penny Kay and seconded by Sally Best, were elected unopposed. 

8.	Election of Parochial Church Council Members: The following, having been nominated and seconded, were duly elected to serve for one year:
Phyllis Boskey, Judith Carter, Chris Gear, Janet Gear, Penny Kay, Pip Leese, Pat Parks, John Powell, Colin Richards, Ernie Rosson and Margaret Tabor. The Churchwardens, the Diocesan Lay Minister and Diocesan and Deanery Synod representatives are ex-officio members of the PCC. The PCC has reserved the right to co-opt up to 2 members.

9.	Appointment of Sidesmen: The following indicated their willingness to stand and were appointed for one year: Bob Best, Judith Carpenter, John Gerry, Jill Greenstreet, Gladys McDonald, Pat Parks, Bill Reed, Gwen Rowbottom, Wyn Sturgess and Margaret Tabor.

10.	Appointment of Independent Examiner: Ernie Rosson proposed and Colin Richards seconded the motion that “ Leo Wright be appointed Independent Examiner for the year to December 2008”. Carried unanimously. The Treasurer was asked to pass on thanks to Mr Wright for his work during the year.

11.	 Reports from Church Organisations: In addition to the reports contained in the Annual Report and Financial Accounts it was reported that:
·	2 children are preparing to receive Communion before Confirmation. Thanks were expressed to all Young Matters teachers.
·	The choir is desperate for new members.
·	There is a waiting list for the Mother and Toddler Group.

There being no other business the meeting closed with The Grace.






