Parish of Oxhey St Matthew

Minutes of Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Held on 7th April 2011

Present: The Reverend David Shepherd (Chairman), Marilyn Gerry (Churchwarden), Pip Leese (Churchwarden) and 14 Parishioners.

1. Minutes: Richard Leese proposed and Phyllis Boskey seconded the motion that "The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th April 2010 be confirmed". They were signed by the Chairman.

2. Electoral Roll: The Electoral Roll Officer submitted the new roll, now totalling 85 names. During the year, 4 new members had joined and 2 had moved away. After the PCC, but during the period for revision prior to the officially published roll for the APCM, 2 more names had been submitted and added to the roll. Sadly, 4 members had passed away. 
Roger Tabor proposed and Judith Carter seconded the motion that "the Electoral Roll be accepted”. Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to Bob Best for his work as Electoral Roll Officer.

3. Chairman's observations: See separate copy.

4. Annual Report and Accounts: The Annual Report and Accounts for the year 31st December 2010 were presented to the meeting by the Treasurer who drew attention to the following points:
·	Expenditure had exceeded income by £13,500. The deficit was met from our investments.
·	The value of our investments had increased; net assets increasing by £2,700 to £489,800.
·	Following a stewardship campaign, planned giving has increased by about £2,000 
·	We received a donation of £1,000 following the closure of Bushey United Reform Church.
·	The Hall made a profit of £5,700.	
·	Our electricity meter had been mistakenly under-read by our supplier for several years. The accounts show an exceptional item of £7,000 to clear this debt.
·	Other exceptional items include an initial payment of £2,000 for new altar frontals, (balanced by an equivalent donation from the De Braux family), and about £1,000 in professional fees for the Quinquennial Inspection.
Sally Best proposed and Daphne Boskey seconded the motion that “The Annual Report and Accounts be received". Carried unanimously. Thanks were expressed to Chris Gear for his work as Treasurer over the past year.


5. Watford Deanery Synod: The Deanery Synod Report is available separately. Bob Best Summarised the five meetings held during the year and encouraged people to attend when there were open sessions. The Deanery now includes two parishes in Bushey. Phyllis Boskey proposed and Raymond Boskey seconded the motion that the report be accepted. The motion was carried unanimously. 

6. Fabric, Goods and Ornaments:
Marilyn Gerry reported that the fabric, goods and ornaments of the church are generally in serviceable condition. The Quinquennial Inspection was encouraging, noting weather degradation but no serious defects in the building. It turned up only one urgent (CAT 1) matter, which has been dealt with. We will attend to some CAT 3 jobs, such as work on external doors and the gutter above the Lady Chapel, as the weather improves. An electrical inspection is due. Working parties during the year cleared, tidied and cleaned the ringing chamber.   All Saints' embroiderers at Cowley are producing some truly stunning altar frontals for us and we hope these can be dedicated early next year.
Roger Tabor proposed and Sally Best seconded the motion that "The Fabric, Goods and Ornaments Report be accepted." Carried unanimously.

7. Election of Representatives for the Deanery Synod:
The following having been nominated and seconded were duly elected unopposed: Bob Best and Roger Tabor.

8. Review of the decision to elect PCC Members Annually:
In accordance with the Church Representation Rules, the PCC reviewed the decision to elect PCC members annually. 
Sally Best proposed and Margaret Tabor seconded that: with effect from April 2012, to have 9 PCC members who will hold office for three years, with one-third retiring and being elected each year. Retiring members would be eligible to stand for election again after one year. The motion was carried: votes in favour 12, against 3, abstentions 1.

9. Election of Parochial Church Councillors:
The following having  been nominated and seconded were duly elected to serve for one year: Richard Leese, Colin Richards, Margaret Tabor, Penny Kay, Chris Gear, Janet Gear, Wendy Donovan, Kathy Hambly, Judith Carter, Cath Mela and Joanna Patterson.  The Churchwardens, the Diocesan Lay Minister and Diocesan and Deanery Synod representatives are ex-officio members of the PCC. The PCC has reserved the right to co-opt up to 2 members. The meeting gave a vote of thanks to John Powell who was standing down after many years.

10. Appointment of Sidesmen:
The following indicated their willingness to stand and were appointed for one year: Bob Best, Raymond Boskey, Judith Carter, Hugh Davidse, John Gerry, Jill Greenstreet, Pat Parks, Joanna Paterson, Maxine Raphael, Bill Reed, Gwen Rowbottom, Wyn Sturges, Margaret Tabor, and Marian Wheeler. The meeting gave a vote of thanks to Gladys McDonald who was standing down after many years.

11. Appointment of Independent Examiner:
Pip Leese proposed and Roger Tabor seconded the motion that "Leo Wright be appointed Independent Examiner for the year to December 2011." Carried unanimously. The treasurer was asked to pass on thanks to Mr Wright for his work during the year.

12. Reports from Church Organisations:
In addition to the reports contained in the Annual Report and Financial Accounts, Sally Best reported that the Toddlers Club now had a waiting list and appealed for more volunteers for Messy Church, especially when it was held at St Matthew’s. Roger Tabor thanked Janet Gear, Wendy Donovan and Kathy Hambly for supporting the choir. Bob Best proposed and Marilyn Gerry seconded the motion that the reports be accepted. Carried unanimously. 
.

13. Matters of Interest:
Liz Edwards raised the issue of cleaning, including the window glass. The Rev. David Shepherd said that a few years ago we had an estimate of about £14,000 for cleaning and redecorating inside the church, much of the cost being for the necessary scaffolding. At present, the glass on the south aisle has no protective grill and so could be damaged by vandals.

There being no other business the meeting closed with The Vision for Action Prayer.

  

